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e Sopwith Tabloid was constructedin 1913 as
aiwo-seater racing aeroplane. The desighwasone
of extreme simplicity. The engine was the popular
80 h.p. Gromerotary enclosedin a peculiar metal
cawling, with two small cooling slots In front. The
tuselage, a wire-braced wooden box grder, was
rather broad, for the pilot and passenger sat side by
side in the one cockpit. The wings were of the usual
fabric-covered wooden construction, with raked
tips. Wing warping was used for lateral cantral. The
undercarriage was equipped with twin skids.

Flown by Harry Hawker, the Tabloid performed
excellently on test at F arnborough, reaching a
speed of 52 m p.h. and climbingto 1,200 fest in ore
minute, with pitot, passenger and fuel for twaand a
haif hours' flying. its first public appearance at
Hendon was sensational: it easily outclassedths
menaplane, which had hitherto been supreme.

The original machine was taken by Hawker to
Austrafia: hereturnedin June 1814~ by then the
aeroplane had a plain vee undercarriage and the
fabric had been removed from the rear end of the
fuselage.

On April 20th, 1914, Howard Pixton, who had
taken over Hawker's duties, piioted a seaplane
version of the Tabloid to victory in the Schneider
Trophy race. This model had the 100 h.p. Ghome
Monosoupape engine and a plain rudder and fin.

Production commenced in the spring of 1814 for
boththe R.F.C.and R.N.A.S. The service
machines were singleseaters, had rudders and fins
resembling those of the Schnerder seapiane, and
win-skid undercarriages. A few had extra bracing
struts to each skid.
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Four Tabloids weni ta Franoe shortly ajter the
cutbreak of war, and were eventually attached to
squadrons for fast scouting dudies. An early
success was cotained by Lieutenant Normar
Sprat, who forced down a German machine by
circling his Tabloid around t: bis anly ‘armament’ at
the time being a bundle of steal darts! Some
R.N.A.S. machines had Lewis guns fitted or thet
topwings ta fre above the revolving airscrew. One
ravat Tabloid hada Lewis gun fixed ca the
starboard side ofits fuselage to tire through the
akscrew arc: defliector plates protected the biades
from damage-a device invented by the French
engineer Sallnier and used on the single-seater
ftoraneSadnier marcglane.,

The type scored its greatest success inthe light
bomber role. On October &th, 1514, the first wo
B.N.A.S. Tabloids 1o reach the frent. Mos. 167 and
165. took off from beieaguered Antwerp fo raidtha
Zeppeiin sheds at Calogne and DGsseldor.
Squadran Commandsr Spenser Grey, flying 167,
was unable to find his targed, and bembed the
raiiway station at Cologne. Flight Lisutenant Marix
dropped his 20 |b. bombs on the airship shed at
DUsseldorf and destroyed the new Zecpelin Z.1X.
Both aercolanes were forced to land, but the pilets
reached Antwerp before the town was evacuated by
the Allies.

Tabloids alsesaw service at the Cardanellas
and in the Azgean. but proved to be of little use.

Later machines had ailerans for lateral control,
in place of wing warping. |t is befieved that about
forty of the type wers Duilt.
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Aircraft: Sopwith Tabloid

Manufacturer: Sopwith Aviation Co,

Year: 1914

Engine: Gnome 9S-eylinder
rotdry, 100 hp

Wingspan: 25 ft6in (7.77 m)

Length: 20 ft4in (6.2 m)

Height: 8ft5in (2.57 m)

Wing area: 241.3sq ft {2242 sq m)

Weight {empty): 730 Ibs {331 kg)

Weight {loaded): 1,120 bs (508 kg)

Speed: 92 mph {148 kph)

Frarge: spruce, pine

Covering: aluminium, linen
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All images and software are copyrighted. Permission is granted ONLY for non-commercial personal use. They may not be
duplicate in any form, including electronic, mechanical or printed, for sale. All rights are reserved and duplication by any
means, including, but not limited to, methods of printing, electronic storage and disk copies, is prohibited without
permission. Payment of the fee for the digital Fiddlers Green product entitles you to use the program on a single
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copy(s) of model files or instruction sheets. You are expected to honor this Personal-Use Copyright Notice.

THE PROGRAMS AND INFORMATION ARE PROVIDED "AS IS". NO OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS
OR IMPLIED, ARE MADE AS TO IT OR ANY MEDIUM IT MAY BE ON. FIDDLERS GREEN and/or Chip Fyn DISCLAIM ALL
OTHER WARRANTIES, EITHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO IMPLIED WARRANTIES
OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR NON-INFRINGEMENT, WITH RESPECT TO
THE SOFTWARE AND THE ACCOMPANYING WRITTEN OR GRAPHIC MATERIALS. FIDDLERS GREEN and/or Chip Fyn
ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR ERRORS OR OMISSIONS IN THIS PUBLICATION OR OTHER DOCUMENTS
WHICH ARE REFERENCED BY OR LINKED TO THIS PUBLICATION.
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